The Transhumanist Declaration

(1) Humanity will be radically changed by technology in the future. We foresee the feasibility of redesigning the human condition, including such parameters as the inevitability of aging, limitations on human and artificial intellects, unchosen psychology, suffering, and our confinement to the planet earth.

(2) Systematic research should be put into understanding these coming developments and their long-term consequences.

(3) Transhumanists think that by being generally open and embracing of new technology we have a better chance of turning it to our advantage than if we try to ban or prohibit it.

(4) Transhumanists advocate the moral right for those who so wish to use technology to extend their mental and physical (including reproductive) capacities and to improve their control over their own lives. We seek personal growth beyond our current biological limitations.

(5) In planning for the future, it is mandatory to take into account the prospect of dramatic progress in technological capabilities. It would be tragic if the potential benefits failed to materialize because of technophobia and unnecessary prohibitions. On the other hand, it would also be tragic if intelligent life went extinct because of some disaster or war involving advanced technologies.

(6) We need to create forums where people can rationally debate what needs to be done, and a social order where responsible decisions can be implemented.
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(7) Transhumanism advocates the well- being of all sentience (whether in artificial intellects, humans, posthumans, or non-human animals) and encompasses many principles of modern humanism. Transhumanism does not support any particular party, politician or political platform.

World Transhumanist Association
The World Transhumanist Association is an international nonprofit membership organization which advocates the ethical use of technology to expand human capacities. We support the development of and access to new technologies that enable everyone to enjoy better minds, better bodies and better lives. In other words, we want people to be better than well.

We invite you to join us in this important work.  You may also enroll in one of our discussion lists and join one of our local WTA chapters, which can be found from Taiwan to Nigeria and in languages all over the world.  The WTA can provide someone to represent the transhumanist perspective to the media or to your group.  Also, take a look at our Journal of Evolution and Technology and our e-magazine Transhumanity.

You can register as a basic, supporting or sustaining member at: transhumanism.org

Basic membership is free with registration and includes a 10% discount on participation in WTA events. Dues for supporting membership are $50US a year for employed people in the developed countries, and $20US a year for the unemployed, retired, students, and people in developing countries.  Sustaining membership is $250 a year. Supporting and sustaining memberships include voting privileges in WTA elections and decision-making, as well as 20% discounts on WTA events.
See the Frequently Asked Questions
at transhumanism.org or contact

Executive Director James Hughes Ph.D.

PO Box 128, Willington CT 06279  USA

http://transhumanism.org

director@transhumanism.org

Phone: 860-297-2376




Transhumanism and 
Science Fiction
Maybe technology eventually turns them into something that wouldn't

call human. But that's a choice they make -- a rational choice.  

-- Bruce Sterling, Schismatrix
http://transhumanism.org
Science Fiction and the Future
Transhumanists believe it will be possible and desirable to fundamentally alter the human condition through applied reason, using technology to eliminate aging and greatly enhance human intellectual, physical, and psychological capacities. Transhumanists believe things can be much better when we become more than human, although a better future is inevitable. 

Science fiction has been one of the few places where the issues of radical human enhancement, the evolution of the human species, and the consequences of emerging technologies have been systematically addressed.
WTA Visions of Utopia 

and Dystopia Project

transhumanism.org/index.php/WTA/visions/
Both enthusiasm for a transhuman future and the most common objections to a transhuman future come from science fiction, from Frankenstein to Brave New World. Through our Visions of Utopia and Dystopia program we seek to collect images of posthumanity and non-human intelligence, positive, negative and neutral, and engage culture critics, artists, writers, and filmmakers in exploring the lessons to be derived from these cultural expressions.
If you are interested in participating in our Visions blog in order to track and comment on the images of posthumanity being portrayed in science fiction film, television and literature, please contact our Executive Director James Hughes director@transhumanism.org.
Some suggested science fiction that explores transhumanist themes include:
Human/PostHuman Politics
A.E. Van Vogt Slan

Blade Runner (film)
Frederick Pohl Man-Plus
Bruce Sterling Schismatrix Plus
Greg Bear Slant, Queen of Angels
Michael Swanwick  Vacuum Flowers
Nancy Kress Beggars in Spain series
Ken MacLeod   The Cassini Division
Lois McMaster Bujold   Falling Free
Kim Stanley Robinson  Red Mars, Green Mars, Blue Mars
Vernor Vinge  Deepness in the Sky, Fire Upon the Deep
Tony Daniel  Metaplanetary, Superluminal
John C. Wright   The Golden Age trilogy

Dark Angel (TV)

Iain Banks Culture series 

Ian MacDonald  Terminal Café

Rudy Rucker  Software, Wetware, Freeware, Realware
AI, Uploading and Machine Minds

Isaac Asimov I, Robot
Philip K. Dick Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?
Colossus: The Forbin Project (film)
Terminator (film)

The Matrix (film)

William Gibson  Neuromancer series

Star Trek: The Next Generation episode "The Measure of a Man"

Greg Egan  Permutation City 
Robert Charles Wilson Darwinia
Radical Life Extension

Robert Heinlein  Time Enough for Love
Brian Stableford E-Mortality series

Bruce Sterling’s Holy Fire
James Halperin  The First Immortal
Post-Singularity Life

Stories that explore rapid, radical leaps in human evolution

Poul Anderson Brainwave 

Arthur C. Clarke Childhood’s End 

Greg Bear Blood Music
Damien Broderick Transcension
Charlie Stross  Singularity Sky 
Vernor Vinge  True Names, Across Realtime
Greg Bear Darwin’s Children, Darwin’s Radio
Paul DiFillipo RiboFunk
Ken MacLeod Newton’s Wake
Far Future Human Evolution

H.G. Wells  The Time Machine
Olaf Stapledon  Last and First Men 

Arthur C. Clarke The City and the Stars 

Frank Herbert Dune series

Greg Egan  Diaspora (and most everything else he’s written)
David Zindell Neverness and The Broken God
Linda Nagata The Bohr Maker, Tech Heaven, Deception Well and Vast
Gardner Dozois ed.  Supermen: Tales of the Posthuman Future
Collaborative Projects

Orions Arm – a collaborative transhuman space opera universe 
http://www.orionsarm.com/
Transhuman Space – a roleplaying game universe set in a transhuman universe
http://sjgames.com/gurps/transhuman/
You must remember that an oak tree is not a crime against the acorn.

- David Zindell, War In Heaven












