The Transhumanist Declaration

(1) Humanity will be radically changed by technology in the future. We foresee the feasibility of redesigning the human condition, including such parameters as the inevitability of aging, limitations on human and artificial intellects, unchosen psychology, suffering, and our confinement to the planet earth.

(2) Systematic research should be put into understanding these coming developments and their long-term consequences.

(3) Transhumanists think that by being generally open and embracing of new technology we have a better chance of turning it to our advantage than if we try to ban or prohibit it.

(4) Transhumanists advocate the moral right for those who so wish to use technology to extend their mental and physical (including reproductive) capacities and to improve their control over their own lives. We seek personal growth beyond our current biological limitations.

(5) In planning for the future, it is mandatory to take into account the prospect of dramatic progress in technological capabilities. It would be tragic if the potential benefits failed to materialize because of technophobia and unnecessary prohibitions. On the other hand, it would also be tragic if intelligent life went extinct because of some disaster or war involving advanced technologies.

(6) We need to create forums where people can rationally debate what needs to be done, and a social order where responsible decisions can be implemented.
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(7) Transhumanism advocates the well- being of all sentience (whether in artificial intellects, humans, posthumans, or non-human animals) and encompasses many principles of modern humanism. Transhumanism does not support any particular party, politician or political platform.

For more information

See the Frequently Asked Questions
at transhumanism.org or contact
Executive Director James Hughes Ph.D.

PO Box 128, Willington CT 06279  USA

http://transhumanism.org

director@transhumanism.org
Phone: 860-297-2376
Fax: 860-297-4136
Local Transhumanist Organizations
There are WTA chapters, affiliates and organizing committees in dozens of countries around the world from Taiwan to Nigeria. Check our website for the chapter or affiliate closest to you.
Transhumanism in Translation

Core transhumanist documents have been translated into Russian,  Chinese,  Norwegian,  Magyar,  Svenska,  Nederlandse,  Italiano,  Polski,  Português,  Español,  Français,  Deutsch,  Slovenian, and Finnish, and can be found at our website. 
JOIN THE WTA!

You can register as a basic, supporting or sustaining member at: transhumanism.org

Basic membership is free with registration and includes a 10% discount on participation in WTA events. Dues for supporting membership are $50US a year for employed people in the developed countries, and $20US a year for the unemployed, retired, students, and people in developing countries.  Sustaining membership is $250 a year. Supporting and sustaining memberships include voting privileges in WTA elections and decision-making, as well as 20% discounts on WTA events.
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Nanotech and Transhumanism
Defending our right to use reason and technology
to be better than well
http://transhumanism.org
Transhumanism

In 2003 opponents of human enhancement found common ground with skeptics of nanorobotics and molecular manufacturing. Adding the radical nanomedical expansion of human lifespan and abilities to their list of anxieties about nanopollution and nanoweapons, bioLuddites have begun calling for moratoria, relinquishment and bans.
By contrast many of those involved in anticipating a nanotechnological future have been drawn to transhumanism. Transhumanists believe that the human species does not represent the end of our evolution but, rather, its beginning. Transhumanists believe it will be possible and desirable to fundamentally alter the human condition through applied reason, using technology to eliminate aging and greatly enhance human intellectual, physical, and psychological capacities. Transhumanists believe things can be much better than they are today if new technologies are prudently regulated for safety, and then made equitably available. 
Transhumanism is partially derived from humanism. Humanists believe that humans matter, that individuals matter. We might not be perfect, but we can make things better and promote rational thinking, freedom, tolerance and democracy. Transhumanists agree but emphasize what we have the potential to become.  
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Transhumanists believe that the accelerating pace of technological development and scientific understanding are ushering in a whole new stage in human history. In this century we will use reason to improve ourselves, the human organism, and move beyond what most would describe as human.  

On the darker side, transhumanists recognize that some technologies could cause great [image: image4.jpg]


harm to human life; all life on Earth could be at risk. We need to create fora, like the Foresight Institute, for research and discussion of emerging technologies and developing of far-sighted policies for their regulation.
World Transhumanist Association
The WTA was founded in 1998 by philosophers Nick Bostrom Ph.D. and David Pearce. The goal of the World Transhumanist Association is to support discussion and public awareness of emerging technologies; to defend the right of individuals in free and democratic societies to adopt technologies that expand human capacities; and to anticipate and propose solutions for the potential consequences of emerging technologies.

The WTA is growing quickly, and we invite you to join us in this important work. Our 3000 members worldwide participate in our dozens of discussion lists or join one of our dozens of local WTA chapters, which can be found in countries and languages all over the world.  The WTA speakers bureau can provide someone to represent the transhumanist perspective to the media or to your group.  Also, take a look at our Journal of Evolution and Technology and our e-magazine Transhumanity.

Nanotechnologists in the WTA
Many notable nanotechers are leaders and members of the World Transhumanist Association. Robert Freitas, author of Nanomedicine, serves as an Honorary Vice Chair of the WTA, while Mike Treder (left), the founder and director of the Center for Responsible Nanotechnology, serves on the WTA’s Board of Directors. 

WTAer Ramez Naam is CEO of Apex NanoTechnologies and advisor to the Nano Business Alliance. Mez's forthcoming book More Than Human: How Technology Will Transform Us and Why We Should Embrace It will be one of the first explicit book-length cases for transhumanism.
Programs of Activity

Nanotechnologists can contribute in all six of the WTA core programs of activity:
Global Health: How can new tech benefit the developing world?
Relationships, Community & Technology: How can new technologies support relationships and community?
Consequences and Ethics of Emerging Technologies: What are futurists and planners projecting as the consequences of new technologies? 
Self-Determination & Human Rights: How can we ensure that new technologies empower the individual?
Longer, Better Lives: How can new tech ensure longer, better life for all? 

Visions of Utopia and Dystopia: What can we learn from cultural images and stories about the future?












